
APPENDIX B 

Ph.D. Degree Requirements 
A doctoral degree is conferred by the University after the student has demonstrated outstanding scholarship in an 
approved program of study. Candidates must satisfy all University degree requirements in addition to all standards 
established by the doctoral faculty of their particular program. Specific program degree requirements are listed under 
the respective doctoral programs in this Catalog. In some cases, requirements in a given program are more stringent 
than the minimum requirements established by the Graduate School. 

Ordinarily, a student must complete at least 72 post-baccalaureate credit hours in order to earn the Ph.D. 

Program of Study 
Although the maximum amount of credit past the baccalaureate degree that a Ph.D. student may transfer towards a 
doctorate is 30 semester hours, only courses appropriate for the approved program and curriculum in which the 
student is enrolled may be transferred. Appropriate courses should be determined by the student's supervisory 
committee and approved by the program coordinator before the request is submitted to the Graduate School. This 
rule applies whether the courses were taken at UNC Charlotte or elsewhere and whether a master's degree was 
earned or not. However, no more than six hours taken when the student was in post-baccalaureate (non-degree 
seeking) status may be applied toward the doctoral degree. 

Time Limit 
No course older than eight years may be applied towards a Ph.D. (excluding transfer credit).  Courses that exceed 
this time limit must be revalidated or retaken, whichever the graduate program decides necessary, if they are to count 
in a degree program. 

To revalidate a course, the student, along with the program coordinator and the course instructor, prepare a 
revalidation plan that must be reviewed and approved by the Graduate School. This plan often involves taking a 
special examination designed by the faculty of the graduate program. Once the plan has been completed, the 
program coordinator must notify the Graduate School in writing. The Revalidation Form is available on the Graduate 
School website at graduateschool.uncc.edu/current-students/forms. 
Students may not revalidate courses with a grade of C or lower, courses that are internships or other forms of 
practica, or courses taken at other institutions. Additionally, no more than 25% of the courses on a student's program of 
study may be revalidated, and no course older than ten years may be revalidated. 

Residence 
All doctoral students are required to complete a substantial residency requirement during which they have sustained 
contact with the graduate faculty. This requirement is specified in the program descriptions. 


