MEMO

Date:	February 24, 2021

To: 	Faculty Academic Policy and Standards Committee

From:	Student Equity Audit Working Group:
Crystal Eddins, Africana Studies (FAPSC Representative)
Mira Frisch, Music (FAPSC Representative)
Oscar Lansen, History (FAPSC Representative)
Susan McCarter, Social Work (Faculty Council Committee Representative)
Matt Parrow, Biological Sciences (CLAS Committee Representative)
Lisa Walker, Undergraduate Education (ex-officio)
Leslie Zenk, Academic Affairs

Re:	UNC Charlotte Academic Policy: Catalogs

The Student Equity Audit Working Group, a working group of FAPSC, is charged with the examination of policies that could have differential effects on low income,
first generation students, and/or students of color. The effect of the pandemic makes this assessment a pressing concern. With these considerations and clarity for students in mind, we propose the following changes to the Catalog policy.  Professors Eddins, Frisch and Lansen are available to discuss further rationale with FAPSC as needed prior to consideration by the FEC and Faculty Council.   
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[bookmark: _va9ulx5v94a1]I. Introduction
The University of North Carolina at Charlotte Undergraduate and Graduate CatalogsUndergraduate and Graduate Catalogs (hereby referred to as the "Catalogs") are the official source of information regarding of the University's academic programs and courses.  The Catalogs servehould be used as a guide, in conjunction with regularan academic advisingor, in planning a course of study and in meeting requirements for graduation.
The Catalogs are published annually in the Spring for the following academic year, which begins in the Fall.  Although course offerings and academic requirements at UNC Charlotte are continually under examination and revision, the Catalogs are updated only once per year.  This annual revision procedure helps ensure that users of the Catalogs will not find unexpected changes during their academic planning processes.
[bookmark: _6k7spifcvq8b]II. Policy Statement
The UNC Charlotte Undergraduate Catalog and the UNC Charlotte Graduate Catalog are not irrevocable contracts.  Regulations published in them are subject to change by the University at any time without notice.  University regulations are policy statements to guide students, faculty, and administrative officers in achieving the goals of the institution.  Necessary interpretations of these policies will be made by the appropriate authorities with the interest of the students and the institution in mind.  Students are encouraged to consult an advisor if they have questions about the application of any policy.
The University reserves the right to change any of the rules and regulations of the University at any time, including those relating to admission, instruction, and graduation.  The University also reserves the right to withdraw curricula and specific courses, alter course content, change the calendar, and to impose or increase fees.  All such changes are effective as proper authorities determine and may apply not only to prospective students, but also to those who are already enrolled in the University.
Catalog Year Requirements
Major, Minor, Certificate
The requirements specified in the Catalogs apply to students who commence their studies at UNC Charlotte during that academic year and who remain in continuous enrollment continuous enrollment (no enrollment interruption longer  than 12 consecutive months) at the institution until they graduate.  If program requirements for a major, minor, or certificate are changed in the Catalog, students remain by default under the old requirements. However, students may elect to followcomply with these new requirements or to remain under the requirements by which they are governed at the time of the change.  The choice to apply the new requirements must be declared by students prior to applying for  by students at least one semester prior to graduation by means of an academic petitionthrough their academic departments. 
When students declare or change their major they may: 1) elect to stay with the program requirements in the Catalog at the time of their matriculation to the university, or 2) change to follow the program requirements of the current Catalog at the time of their major declaration. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The decision to change catalog year requirements rests with the student with two rare exceptions: 1) if academic program accreditation and/or professional licensure requirements necessitate the change, or 2) if there is an undue academic burden placed on a department if a student elects to follow the catalog year requirements of a previous catalog (e.g. a specialized course is no longer offered).  
General Education
The General Education requirements specified in the Catalogs apply to students who commence their studies at UNC Charlotte during that academic year and who remain in continuous enrollment (no enrollment interruption longer than 12 consecutive months) at the institution until they graduate. If the General Education requirements change, students remain by default under the old requirements. However, students may: 1) elect to continue under the requirements outlined in the Catalog at the time of their matriculation to the University or 2) change to follow the General Education requirements of the current Catalog.  The choice to apply the new requirements must be declared by students prior to applying for graduation by means of an academic petition.
Readmission to the University
STUDENTS UNSURE OF WHICH CATALOG TO USE SHOULD CONSULT WITH THEIR ADVISOR. 
Students who are readmitted readmitted to the University are bound by the program and degree requirements in effect force at the time of readmission, including General Education requirements. 
STUDENTS UNSURE OF WHICH CATALOG TO USE SHOULD CONSULT WITH THEIR ADVISOR. 
Exceptions to these policies may be necessitated by changes in course offerings, degree programs, or by action of of authorities higher than the University authorities.  In that event, every effort will be made to avoid penalizing the student.
