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Request to Establish the Department Of Writing, Rhetoric and Digital Studies 

 
ADDENDUM 

 
 
This addendum speaks to the specific points of university policy for the establishment of a 
department:  
 

Proposals for the establishment of a new department must present evidence of student 
demand for enrollment and the need for an identifiable disciplinary home to support 
research or instruction.  In general, proposed departments should have at least 10 full time 
faculty members and should expect to offer one or more degree programs. In the formation of 
a new department, consideration will be given to the availability of resources needed and the 
impact of the new department on existing departments.  

 
 
1. Student demand for enrollment 
 
The Request to Establish a Major included documentation to support the stated goal that WRDS 
would be serving 150 majors by Year 4.  Two Hanover Research feasibility studies (one 
conducted in 2017 and one in 2019) supported the forecasted demand for WRDS majors locally, 
regionally and nationally.  A survey of first-year students was conducted to measure student 
demand for the major on this campus.  Finally, an inventory of six comparable programs 
indicated that supported the conclusion that demand for the major would be strong.  The table 
below reports the data from the six universities.  All of the data was detailed further in the 
Request to Establish a Major, approved by Faculty Council and the Board of Governors.  
 

 
 

Institution/ 
Place 

Department/Degree 
 

 

Enrollment Comments 
 

Georgia  
Southern 

Department of Writing and 
Linguistics  
 
BA in Writing and Linguistics 
 

2014: 16 majors 
2015: 127 majors 
2016: 120 majors 
2017: 118 majors 
 
Retention rate for first-
year cohort: 90.9%.  
Degree completion rates 
are a steady 85%.  
 
(Janice Walker, Interim 
Department Chair) 
 

Though a 
new 
department, 
this 
constitutes 
1% of total 
graduates at 
GSU.   
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St. Edward’s 
University, 
Austin, TX  

Department of Literature, 
Writing and Rhetoric 
 
BA in Rhetoric and Writing  
 

2017: 112 majors. 
 
  (Mary Rist, Chair) 
 

WRIT is the 
second 
largest major 
in the School 
of 
Humanities.  

Syracuse  
University 
Syracuse, NY 

Department of Writing 
Studies, Rhetoric and 
Composition 
 
BA: Writing and Rhetoric/ 

Our major holds steady 
each year at about 80 – 85 
students.   
 
(Tony Scott, associate 
Professor, Rhetoric and 
Writing) 

 

University of 
Central Florida 

Department of Writing and 
Rhetoric  
 
BA in Writing and Rhetoric/ 
 

2014 : 39 majors 
2015: 86 majors 
2016: 95 majors 
2017: 100 major 
 
(Laurie Pinkert, Director 
of Undergraduate 
Programs,  
 

 
 
 

University of 
Kentucky 

BA/BS in Writing Rhetoric 
and Digital Studies/ 
Department of Writing 
Rhetoric and Digital Studies 
 

New department/major:  
40-45 majors 
 
(Michael Pinnell, Director 
of Undergraduate Studies) 

 

University  
of Utah 

BA or BS in Writing and 
Rhetoric Studies 

2012: 22 (minors) 
2012: 16 majors 
2014: 44 majors 
2015 57 majors 
2016 105 majors 
2017 113 majors 
 
(Jay Jordan, Chair) 

 

 
 
When Communication Studies separated from English, its major and departmental status were 
inaugurated concurrently, with predictive data but no actual declared majors.  
 
Since separating from the Department of English, the University Writing Program has delivered 
courses under the UWRT and LBST prefixes, and starting Spring 2019 under the WRDS prefix. 
In Spring and In Fall 2019, the University Writing Program taught 139 sections with an 
enrollment of 3059 students. Below is a table of the enrollments since the WRDS minor was 
approved: 
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 Course level Max. 
enrollment 

Enrollment 

Spring 
2019 

   2000       25      24 
   3000       25      24 

Fall 
2019 

   2000       25      24 
   3000       50      50 
 4000 (special permission course to train. 
TAs and undergraduate tutors) cross-listed 
with ENGL 4000/5000)   

    
      25 

     12 
9(ENGL)/3(WRDS)  

 
 
2. Identifiable disciplinary home 
 

It is not unusual for writing, rhetoric and digital studies to be detached from the discipline of 
literature.  Historically, English departments were the default location for a number of 
disciplines that could be categorized under the umbrella term “language,” e.g., creative 
writing, linguistics, TESOL, publications, speech communication, journalism, technical 
writing, writing program administration, and English Education, to name a few.   As the 
Department of English’s impact statement notes, these have been sometimes gathered under 
what is now called an “English Studies” model. 
 
Since the 1960s, the academy has seen a renewed emphasis on the discipline, including 
research about writing.  Since 1992, when the University of Texas at Austin moved Rhetoric 
and Writing out of the Department of English, other universities have similarly established 
separate departments of writing, rhetoric and digital studies.  The preceding table lists some 
of these departments.  Other universities with separate departments of writing include 
Michigan State University, Loyola (Baltimore), University of Minnesota (Bloomington), 
DePaul University, Rowan University, University of Minnesota Duluth, and University of 
Minnesota Twin Cities, and the University of Kentucky. 

 
 
3. At least 10 full time faculty members 
 

The University Writing Program currently has twenty-six full-time faculty members. 
 
 

1. Should expect to offer one or more degree programs 
 

The Request to Establish a B.A. in Writing, Rhetoric, and Digital Studies has been approved 
at all levels of faculty governance at UNC Charlotte and by the full Board of Governors at its 
September 2019 meeting.  The University will begin offering the program in Fall 2020. 
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4. Availability of resources and the impact of the new department on existing departments 
 

The University Writing Program currently operates as a stand-alone program, with its own 
Executive Director, administrative staff and operational budget.  The impact of establishing 
the program as a department will have minimal impact on the availability of resources or 
upon existing departments for several reasons.  
 
In 2012, what came to be known as the University Writing Program (UWP) separated from 
the English Department as an independent unit that delivered the first-year writing 
requirement. At that time, adequate space and support staff were allocated for the twenty-
nine lecturers and, on average, twenty-eight adjunct faculty and seven English Department 
teaching assistants who taught first-year writing. Following the College of Liberal Arts 2015-
20 Strategic Plan, the unit evaluated effectiveness and resources and began planning for 
departmental status on multiple levels.  
 
What followed was six years of collaborating with English, Communication Studies and 
other university departments and offices; changes to the first-year writing curriculum; the 
submission and passage of a minor and major in Writing, Rhetoric and Digital Studies 
(WRDS); faculty recruitment, professional development, and the hiring of tenure line faculty. 
Since these changes, courses are delivered only by full time faculty with reliance on part-
time staff reduced to zero with facilities providing adequate space for student and faculty 
conferences, offices and classrooms. In documents sent to the Board of Governors for 
approval of the major, no new human or facility resources were requested for the first two 
years. Any resource requests thereafter would be based on growth and enrollment increases, 
as is the case for every department and unit.   
 
In a review of the UWP’s current structure, facilities, resources, and curriculum, the 
Conference on College Composition and Communication, the field’s national organization, 
recognized the UWP as a visionary program of quality in 2018, presenting it with the 
National Writing Program Excellence award.  

 
5. Impact on Other Units 
 
As noted above and in the Curriculog record of the documents to establish the minor and the 
B.A. in Writing, Rhetoric and Digital Studies, departments that might be impacted by the 
proposed program have been consulted throughout the seven-year process.  This has included the 
Department of English, the Department of Communication Studies and, in the case of the major, 
the College of Computing and Informatics.   
 
The formal Request to Establish the Minor in Writing, Rhetoric and Digital Studies resulted after 
discussions with the Department of English about whether modifications to individual courses 
needed to be made and whether courses duplicated those already offered. The Department of 
English raised no objections to establishing the Minor.  The Department of Communication 
Studies expressed support for the approval of the Minor. 
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Responding to the Request to Establish the B.A. in Writing, Rhetoric and Digital Studies in 
August 2018, the Department of English raised no objections to the establishment of the major, 
approved the listing of six English courses as electives in the major, and expressed an interest in 
discussing future cross-listings (recorded in Curriculog).  At that time, the Department of English 
specifically responded in Curriculog, referring to a previous conversation about cross-listing a 
WRDS internship course with the English internship course. The department noted that “we 
would be happy to discuss the possibility of cross-listing at some time in the future as these 
courses materialize, which we assume would happen soon, since they would meet a requirement 
within the major.”  In August 2018, the Department of Communication Studies endorsed the 
establishment of the WRDS major, writing that the proposed major would be complementary to 
the B.A. in Communication Studies and that there was no duplicative curriculum.  
 
 

Response to Department of English Impact Statement  
 
On September 13, 2019, the Department of English submitted an impact statement to the Faculty 
Executive Committee.  That statement clearly defined the department as following an English 
Studies model: 
 

Department of English Statement of Impact for Proposed Department of Writing, Rhetoric 
and Digital Studies 

 
The UNC Charlotte Department of English reviewed the proposal to create a new Department of 
Writing, Rhetoric, and Digital Studies (WRDS); per the Division of Academic 
Affairs’ Procedures for Department/School: Establishment, Name Change, or Relocation, we 
considered “the impact of the new department on existing departments.” 

 
Briefly, the English Department is built on the model of English Studies, a field that incorporates 
diverse but aligned disciplines such as linguistics and discourse studies, creative writing, 
literature and literary criticism, critical theory and cultural studies, rhetoric and composition, and 
English education. In 2013, the department created core concentrations and minors within the 
B.A. and concentrations and certificate programs within the M.A to integrate fruitfully these 
fields and offer students a range of opportunities. Among our existing programs in English: 

o   Undergraduate major in English with a concentration in Creative Writing 
o   Undergraduate major in English with a concentration in Language and Digital 
Technology 
o   Master of Arts in English with a concentration in Creative Writing 
o   Master of Arts in English with a concentration in Rhetoric and Composition 
o   Master of Arts in English with a concentration in Technical/Professional Writing 
o   Graduate Certificate in Technical/Professional Writing 
o   Minor in Technical/Professional Writing 

 
Additionally, the department submitted that 

 
The proposed department name—Writing, Rhetoric, and Digital Studies—has the potential to 
create confusion on the part of students, parents, and prospective donors regarding the mission 
and nature of the proposed unit, and redundancy is possible without clearer definitions of 
program areas or strategies for collaborations. We also are concerned about possible strain on 
resources if English must meet the demands of cross-listed courses. 

https://provost.uncc.edu/policies-procedures/academic-policies-and-procedures/departmentschool-establishment-name-change-or
https://english.uncc.edu/undergraduate-program-information
https://english.uncc.edu/undergraduate-program-information
https://english.uncc.edu/graduate/ma-english
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Technical/Professional Writing, Language and Digital Technology, and Creative Writing are 
integral to English’s established and thriving concentrations and minors and should remain in the 
Department of English if or when the WRDS comes into existence, regardless of WRDS 
faculty’s experience in those fields. 
 

Below is a response to each concern expressed: 
 
1. Department Name Expressed Concerns 
 
The proposed department name—Writing, Rhetoric, and Digital Studies—has the potential to 
create confusion on the part of students, parents, and prospective donors regarding the mission 
and nature of the proposed unit, . . .  
 

As noted above, the Faculty Council, University, and the Board of Governors have already 
approved establishing a major that is named a “B.A. in Writing, Rhetoric and Digital 
Studies.”  Denying the establishment of a department with the same name as the major it 
administers carries a greater potential for confusion than that which is raised as a potentiality 
in the Department of English Impact Statement.  Further, the potential for confusion is not 
unique to this proposal.  Many programs on campus offer concentrations and minors which 
include in their names labels that are also included in the names of other departments and 
majors.  Some terms which are shared by multiple programs on campus include 
environmental, informatics, and health.  Effective communication by the departments 
involved should counter any potential confusion.  

 
2.  “Redundancy” 
… redundancy is possible without clearer definitions of program areas or strategies for 
collaborations. 
 

This a curricular objection to the major, and not an objection to the administrative structure.  
Both the major and the minor were approved at UNC Charlotte with the support of the 
English Department, and included clear definitions of program areas and strategies for 
collaboration. 
 

3. Resources 
We also are concerned about possible strain on resources if English must meet the demands of 
cross-listed courses. 
 

This is a curricular objection to the major, not an objection to the administrative structure.  In 
any case, unless there is a formal memorandum of understanding, departments are not 
required to cross-list courses, nor have any courses, beyond the one currently being taught 
been formally proposed for cross-listing. Should there be cross-listing issues in the future 
strain would occur because of enrollments in the WRDS major, and not as a result of the 
administrative (departmental) structure.   
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4. Additional Changes to Faculty Location 
Technical/Professional Writing, Language and Digital Technology, and Creative Writing are 
integral to English’s established and thriving concentrations and minors and should remain in 
the Department of English if or when the WRDS comes into existence, regardless of WRDS 
faculty’s experience in those fields. 

 
In 2011 the national review team that evaluated the writing program in the Department of 
English suggested that the Technical and Professional Writing faculty move with the writing 
program. However, that recommendation was never acted upon, nor has it since been 
suggested in any way.  Moving the Creative Writing program to a WRDS department has 
also never been suggested, nor are such areas usually located in departments of writing since 
the production of novels, poems, creative non-fiction, etc. is closely aligned with the 
examination of these genres, the purview of the discipline of literature. These changes are 
also not proposed in the current document for a change in program status. 


	6.Request to establish Department of WRDS
	6b.FECagenda10-10-19DoWRDSadd

