





B. JUSTIFICATION.

1.

Identify the need addressed by the proposal and explain how the proposed action
meets the need.

This course addresses how the basic infrastructure of our communities were built to
support a society with a fundamentally different age distribution then the society that
we live in today, and that we are going to have in the future. These institutions will
not function sufficiently unless they are modified significantly. This will require
actively rethinking our societal infrastructure in order to put the right policies in place
at both the national and local levels, reorienting core institutions to adjust to and
support what life will be like in an aging society. This course addresses both national
and international challenges and opportunities for this change, and has been offered
twice in the past and is scheduled to be offered in the summer of 2015. It is a well-
received course that will now be offered on a regular basis and will be available not
only to Gerontology students, but also to student enrolled in other programs who are
interested in the multi-layered topics.

Discuss prerequisites/co-requisites for course(s) including class-standing, admission
to the major, GPA, or other factors that would affect a student’s ability to register.

No prerequisites. Graduate standing for 5353.

Demonstrate that course numbering is consistent with the level of academic
advancement of students for whom it is intended.

Students will be studying environmental gerontology, the study of how the physical
environment, built and natural, interacts with the lives of older adults. The course
emphasizes extensive readings and discussion. In addition, Graduate students will be
required to complete an independent project and present their findings to the class.
They will also complete supplementary reading and will be required to take two
essay/short answer take-home examinations which will require the student to
assimilate the le____n_ ..ith prior coursework and gerontological theories and
concepts and to apply the knowledge learned in real-life situations and experiences.

In general, how will this proposal improve the scope, quality and/or efficiency of
programs and/or instruction?

The proposed course will add to the scope of elective offerings in the Undergraduate
Gerontology Minor, MA Gerontology program and in the Graduate Certificate in
Gerontology.

If course(s) has been offered previously under special topics numbers, give details of
experience including number of times taught and enrollment figures.
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